SAMPLE PROSPECT PARTY PROGRAM / AGENDA 

The Prospect Party Program is usually presented prior to some chapter activity which allows the prospects the opportunity to get better acquainted with Chapter Members they may not know.

WELCOME (3 minutes): 

Hello everyone. My name is  _______, and I am the ______ of ______ Chapter.  We're glad you are here.  Please ask questions.  DeMolay is, above all, a large circle of friends.  Later you will receive a membership application, but now I'd like to introduce _______ who is our Chapter's _________.

WHAT DEMOLAY IS (2 minutes): 

DeMolay is a club, friends who like to do things together for the common good. For some members, DeMolay is the center of their social life.  For others, it is a diversion from school-sponsored activities.  It is a service organization, and an active social group.  DeMolay is what you and I make of it.  [The video you are about to see depicts all this and more.]

SHOW APPROPRIATE A/V (10 minutes) (if possible):
· Chapter produced video or slide show

· A video from DeMolay International 

· Etc.

DEMOLAY TODAY (3 minutes): 

Summarize the video.  Explain that each Chapter is unique because it is run by its members.  Today, DeMolay is international in scope.  Wherever you go, you will find a DeMolay.  Since 1919, there have been over a million DeMolays, and many Senior DeMolays still work with the organization and proudly wear the logo of a DeMolay.

PRESENT BRIEF DEMOLAY HISTORY (3 minutes): 

See history & heritage section in Chapter One (DeMolay Leader's Resource Guide)

Mention Famous Senior DeMolays

ACTIVITIES (4 minutes): 

Discuss Chapter social activities. Include civic service and Obligatory Days.  Be sure to include dances and conclave. 

ATHLETICS (4 minutes): 

Briefly discuss the Chapter athletic program, local-Chapter competitions and state championships.  Show off any Chapter trophies with pride and enthusiasm! 

FUND-RAISING (3 minutes): 

Explain the different types of Chapter fund-raising efforts and their importance. 

ORGANIZATION (3 minutes): 

Explain the organization, how the Advisors function and why the Masons sponsor DeMolay 

AWARDS AND HONORS (2 minutes): 

Show and briefly describe some of the awards and honors available to all members. 

OUR PURPOSE, THE SEVEN CARDINAL VIRTUES, THE RITUAL (3 minutes):  

The purpose of the Order of DeMolay is to take good young men, and to make them better.  We accomplish this through leadership training and through practicing our Seven Cardinal Virtues.  These virtues are the basis of our Ritual, which is a unique and special part of the Order of DeMolay. Explain the Seven Cardinal Virtues: filial love, reverence for sacred things, courtesy, comradeship, fidelity, and patriotism. 

There are two induction ceremonies.  They are presented from memory by Chapter members.  These are serious ceremonies that teach important lessons anyone, who chooses to, can live by.  The 2nd Degree, or ceremony, is a dramatic representation of the story of Jacques DeMolay, acted out entirely by Chapter members.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PROCEDURE (5 minutes): 

Hand out applications and pens.  Explain the life membership program.  Review the basic requirements to join.  Explain the need for references and sponsors. Emphasize that you need not be the relative of a Mason.  Explain that the interview helps the Chapter to get to know the applicant better, as well as giving the prospective member and his family the opportunity to find out more about the chapter.  Explain balloting and the target date for induction. 

BENEFITS OF JOINING (2 minutes):

Reinforce the selling points of DeMolay and your Chapter in particular.  Remember to mention our fun activities, leadership training and good reputation.  Stress the personal invitations they received - they were recommended for membership in the Chapter. 

REFRESHMENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 

Prospects: 

Be sure the prospect gets to the refreshments first.  Take this opportunity to reinforce the personal invitation to join. Send prospects home safely and at a reasonable hour. 

Parents: 

At some point during the evening, usually after the DeMolay history, have someone escort parents to a separate section of the Chapter room and discuss the following topics with them: 

1. Explain what the prospects are being told. 

Make sure that the parents know that they have been separated for the purpose of open discussion. 

2. Discuss the Purpose of DeMolay - to make good young men into better citizens, sons, and people in general.  We are not rehabilitators or babysitters.  We teach leadership, tolerance and comradeship.  DeMolay is, above all, a character-building organization.  Show the Legacy of DeMolay or some other video (if possible). 

3. Cover Chapter Activities. Briefly explain the activities, athletics, fund-raising and competitive programs. Emphasize planning and leadership training. 

4. Describe the Advisory Council- who makes up the Council and what its function is. Also mention the Adult Leadership Team or Parents' Club. 

5. Cover Sponsorship of DeMolay - who and what the Masons are, why they sponsor the Chapter and what their connection is with DeMolay. 

6. Describe the Ritual and Cardinal Virtues. Briefly explain to them and, if time is available, present the Ceremony of Light for illustration.  Be sure that an active DeMolay demonstrates the Ritual work. It is important that the parent imagine his/her son performing the Ritual. 

7. Talk about the application procedure, the benefits of life membership, insurance, scholarships, etc., and then rejoin the group for refreshments.
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